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The Bronx is a fascinating history of a singular borough, mapping its evolution from a loose cluster of commuter villages to a densely populated home for New York's African American and Hispanic populations. In recounting the varied and extreme transformations this community has undergone, Evelyn Gonzalez argues that racial discrimination, rampant crime, postwar liberalism, and big government were not the only reasons for the urban crisis that assailed the Bronx during the late 1960s. Rather, a combination of population shifts, public housing initiatives, economic recession, and urban overdevelopment caused its decline. Yet she also proves that ongoing urbanization and neighborhood fluctuations are the very factors that have allowed the Bronx to undergo one of the most successful and inspiring community revivals in American history. The process of building and rebuilding carries on, and the revitalization of neighborhoods and a resurgence of economic growth continue to offer hope for the future.

Library Journal
In her comprehensive history of the Bronx from its bucolic origins in the 1840s to its 1960s decline and recent resurgence, Gonzalez (history, William Paterson Univ.) refers to New York City's northernmost borough as "a collection of neighborhoods." Its southern tip, only seven miles from Manhattan's City Hall, was the first section to develop housing, business, and public transportation\; it was also the first area to deteriorate. The Bronx had the most multifamily homes of any city or county in the United States by the 1940s, claims Gonzalez, but a great deal of the crowded, older housing no longer met middle-class expectations. Low-rent projects replaced many poor but viable neighborhoods during the 1960s, which resulted in decline. In her final chapters, Gonzalez describes how effective grassroots networks helped to stabilize and rehabilitate many neighborhoods and lay the groundwork for the borough's comeback. Gonzalez's reporting and research are excellent, and scholars will appreciate the extensive bibliography. One drawback: the dense text could have benefited from better organization. Nonetheless, this is recommended for public and academic libraries.-Elaine Machleder, Bronx, NY Copyright 2004 Reed Business Information.
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